
CAQ-DERM 
Earn a Certificate of Added Qualifications (CAQ) in Dermatology from 
the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants. 
CAQ recipients seeking the following benefits have reaped rewards for 
their achievement: 
 
• Over 75% found or anticipate finding a new job. 
• Over 40% successfully sought a promotion. 
• 60% achieved or expect to increase their job responsibilities. 
• Over 50% received or anticipate receiving a pay increase, and 33% 

received a cash bonus. 
• Over 75% found the CAQ useful in documenting qualifications 

required for external accreditation. 
• Over 33% achieved or anticipate a broadening of their eligibility for reimbursement. 
• Almost 75% have received greater recognition or regard from physicians or other healthcare 

professionals. 
• 66% reported greater respect or acceptance from patients. 
 
Earning a CAQ shows your employers that you are committed to your specialty.  
It demonstrates your dedication and passion for health care and the well-being of your patients. 
 

Dermatology Essentials for NPs & PAs – March 12-14, 2026 

Partnering with Dermatology NPs and PAs to: 

• Deliver high-quality clinical care as a dermatology specialist. 

• Prepare for the DCNP certification exam.  

• Maintain updates on the latest evidence-based guidelines for practice. 

• Focus on elevating knowledge and confidence in prescribing the newest drug therapies. 

Center for Dermatology NPPA 
Prepare for the CAQ-DERM 

Dermatology Essentials for NPs and PAs 
March 12-14, 2026 

Irving, TX 
www.cdnppa.com 

 



 

Who Should Attend 

NPs and PAs who are: 
 

• seeking advanced pharmacology education to increase their competency and 
confidence in prescribing dermatologic drugs. 

• pursuing dermatology continuing education, including pharmacology hours, for 
recertification or licensure. 

• not formally trained in dermatology but seeking a comprehensive curriculum to guide 
their clinical on-the-job training. 

• currently in a master’s program with plans to specialize in dermatology. 
• preparing for Dermatology NP and PA certification (DCNP or CAQ-Derm). 
• developing a professional statement for prospective employers that answers the 

question: What do you know and how did you learn it? 

 

 

Disease State Topics 
 

•  Eczematous and Contact Dermatitis 
•  Skin Infections – Bacterial and Fungal 
•  Papulosquamous Diseases 
• Connective Tissue Diseases 
• Pediatric Dermatology 
• Acneiform and Adnexal Conditions 
• Malignant Melanoma & Pigmented Lesions 
• Bites, Stings, and Infestations 
• Pigmentary Disorders 
• Precancerous Lesions and Non-Melanoma Skin Cancers 
• Systemic Diseases and Genodermatoses 
• Skin Infections- Viruses and STDs  
• Hair, Nails, and Mucous Membranes 
• Biologic & Non-Biologic Therapies for Psoriatic Disease 
• Urticarias, Photosensitivities, and Vasculitis 
• Vesiculobullous Disorders 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

Advanced Pharmacology and Dermatopathology 
 
• Small Molecule Drug Therapies for Dermatologic Conditions – Integration into Clinical 

Practice 
• Biologic Therapies for Dermatologic Conditions – Integration into Clinical Practice 
• Case Studies – Immunomodulator Therapies 
• Essential Dermatopathology Workshop 
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Dermatology CAQ Blueprint 

Content Blueprint for the Dermatology CAQ Examination 

The Dermatology CAQ content blueprint provides information on how exam questions are allocated to the 
different task categories and medical content categories that have been deemed important for PAs working 
within the specialty area.  

The examples provided for each task and medical content category are indicative of the types of information 

that will be included on the examination. It is not possible to include all topics on a single examination, and it 

may be possible that some questions on a single examination cover content that is not listed in the examples. 

Task Categories 

1. History and Physical 25% 

2. Laboratory Studies 12% 

3. Diagnosis 15% 

4. Health Maintenance 5% 

5. Surgical Interventions 8% 

6. Nonsurgical Interventions 15% 

7. Pharmacology 15% 

8. Scientific Concepts 5% 

 Medical Content Categories 

Inflammatory Dermatoses 11% 

Psoriasis and Other Papulosquamous Diseases 10% 

Precancerous Lesions and Nonmelanoma Skin Cancer 9% 

Acne, Rosacea, and Related Disorders 8% 

Nevi and Melanoma 8% 

Infectious Dermatoses 6% 

Hypersensitivity Reactions 5% 

Benign Tumors and Vascular Lesions 5% 

Blistering Dermatoses 5% 

Skin Manifestations of Systemic Disease and Nutritional 
Deficiency 

5% 

Connective Tissue Disease 5% 

Hair and Nail Disorders 5% 

Urticaria 4% 

Severe and Life-Threatening Eruptions 3% 

Pigment Disorders 3% 

Infestations and Bites 2% 

Mucocutaneous Disorder 2% 

Psychiatric Dermatoses 2% 

Lymphoproliferative Disorders 2% 



 



 

 



 

 



 


